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Report to the Secretaries of 
State for Trade and Industry; 
and for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs 

 
 
The Planning Inspectorate  
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol BS1 6PN 
 GTN 1371 8000 

 
by David M H Rose BA (Hons) MRTPI 

 

 an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, with the agreement of the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Date:  3 February 2006 

 

Whinash Wind Farm 
 

Concurrent Public Inquiries opened on 19 April 2005 

 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (SECTION 36 AND SCHEDULE 8) 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (SECTION 90) 

LAW OF PROPERTY ACT 1925 (SECTION 194) 

INCLOSURE ACT 1845 

COMMONS ACT 1876 
 
Applications by Chalmerston Wind Power Limited for:- 
 

(i) consent to construct and operate a 67.5MW wind turbine 
generating station under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989; 
and 

 
(ii) consent to construct 24 wind turbines, access tracks, temporary 

hardstandings, 2 meteorological masts and an electricity 
substation, on common land, under the provisions of Section 
194 of the Law of Property Act 1925 
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Whinash Wind Farm: Inspector’s Report 

area.  However, these surveys, and the one undertaken by Orton Farmers Ltd, are forward 
looking and largely hypothetical and have to be considered in the context of other studies 
in areas of operational wind farms, and the views of the North West Regional Assembly, 
which counter these concerns.  On balance, I see no justification to contemplate adverse 
effects on tourism and the rural economy.[2.13 – 2.14, 2.62] 

15.47 On property prices, it is understandable, within a generally open and undeveloped 
landscape with far reaching views, that there is an expectation that any significant change 
in aspect will be reflected in property valuations.[7.19]  However, in the light of credible 
evidence, from the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, that initial perceptions are 
not borne out and that there is no lasting impact on property prices, I find no basis to 
come to a contrary view.[2.63] 

15.48 In terms of shadow flicker I am satisfied that the critical conditions required to cause 
such effects, as explained in some detail in the Companion Guide to PPS22, (and in 
expert evidence for the Applicant) are unlikely to arise having particular regard to the 
distances between the turbines and residential properties and the influence of local 
topography.[2.64] The Companion Guide also confirms that turbines should not be 
considered as particularly hazardous from a road safety point of view.[2.65]  The same 
document notes that there is no statutory separation distance from bridle paths and the 
British Horse Society’s preferred exclusion zone can be the subject of negotiation. [2.36]  
Legitimate worries about television reception have been taken into account in the 
Planning Obligation; and there is no evidence that there would be any interference to 
other forms of communication. [1.21] 

15.49 Finally, in terms of the rights under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights, expressed by the occupants of Bretherdale Foot,[7.27] I have concluded that 
planning conditions can be appropriately imposed to control noise; I am satisfied that 
strobe or shadow flicker effects are unlikely to arise; there will be effective measures to 
protect local water supplies; safeguards for television reception; and there is nothing of 
substance in relation to alleged adverse impacts on other forms of communication.[2.66]    

The Planning Balance 

15.50 The Energy White Paper acclaims itself to be ‘a milestone in energy policy’ giving 
recognition to the role of renewable energy supplies in tackling climate change.  Its 
targets are ambitious and it is acknowledged that there needs to be a step change to 
achieve such programmes.  Wind energy is seen as having a crucial role.  The gravity of 
climate change, and the sincerity of the Government’s response, is reflected in the Prime 
Minister’s statement that ‘climate change is the world’s greatest environmental 
challenge’. The message, and the associated urgency, could not be clearer.[1.22, 2.2 -  2.3, 2.68] 

 
15.51 PPS22 establishes the national framework for facilitating the delivery of renewable 

energy projects and provides recognition for the wider environmental and economic 
benefits of such proposals.  All renewable energy projects, whatever their scale, are 
capable of contributing to the overall quantum of clean energy and the response to the 
damaging effects of climate change.  Here, the scale of that contribution is of 
considerable importance; and there may be economic benefits, given the number of firms 
within the region that are associated with the energy industry.  The energy likely to be 
generated at Whinash is also significant in the context of ‘conservative’ regional targets 
and the general desire to deliver even more where the targets are met.[2.4 – 2.6, 8.25] 
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