
1735.02e Figure 9.1 : Sensitivity of receptor - land use
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National and / or 

internationally important 

land uses on site or on land

in the vicinity

Regional and /

or county level important 

land uses on site  or on land in the 

vicinity

Locally important

land uses on site 

or on land in

the vicinity

Land uses of no 

more than very local

importance on site or 

on land in the vicinity

Land uses of no

importance on site or 

on land in the vicinity

Professional judgement will need to be applied in the 

consideration of what constitutes ‘vicinity’. The distances 

/ areas studied will vary from project to project, and the 

rationale behind the selection will be fully explained in 

the Environmental Statement.
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1735.02e Figure 9.2 : Magnitude of change - land use
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An existing land use will be

unable to continue as a direct

or indirect consequence of the

proposals. Alternatively a beneficial 

new land use is facilitated that may 

not otherwise have occurred

The existing land use can

continue, but there will be a

noticeable change in how the

land use operates, due for example,

to land take, changed profitability

or enjoyment

Small changes occur that

will not materially affect the

continuation of an

existing land use

No change is predicted to

occur in existing land use

Professional judgement can be used to moderate the 

magnitude category if the sensitivity of the receptor to 

the particular type of change proposed, or its capacity 

to absorb it, so warrants. For example, a summer-only 

land use is unlikely to be affected by construction 

activities taking place during the winter, or an existing 

land use may be prevented but only for a short period of 

time each year. The category could then be amended 

accordingly. The assessment will highlight how and why 

any moderation was used



1735.02e Figure 9.3 : Significance of matrix - land use
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Importance/sensitivity of receptor

100
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Very substan-

Substantial

Slight

None

Moderate

Moderate

Very substantial:

A land use of at least national importance will be unable to continue 

or will be facilitated as a direct result of the proposals.

Substantial:

There will be at least a noticeable change in a land use of at least 

regional importance, or it may be unable to continue or will be 

facilitated as a result of the proposals.

Moderate:

There will be at least a noticeable change in a locally significant 

land use, or it may be unable to continue or will be facilitated as a 

result of the proposals. Alternatively, there will be a small change in a 

nationally important land use.

Slight:

Small changes will occur in land uses of no more than local 

significance.

None:

The change will be negligible, and/or the land use is not sensitive to 

the type of development proposed.



1735.02e Figure 9.4 : Sensitivity of receptor - Community and social
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High NegligibleLowMedium

Impact zone has

high unemployment

Impact zones demography/household 

characteristics greatly different from 

local and national average

Demand for existing

services and retail provision is 

exceeding capacity

Accommodation necessary

for in-migrants is scarce

Local Authority is sensitiveto the 

financial implications of in-migration

Impact zones demography /household 

characteristics vary slightly from local and 

national average

Area is sensitive to changes in the

cultural / social interest, crime rate, skill 

base, or tourism demands of the area

Demand for existing services and

retail provision is at capacity

Accommodation necessary for the

in-migrants is limited

Impact zone has similar demography/

household characteristics to local and 

national average

Demand for existing

services and retail provision is approaching 

capacity

Impact zone already has

large population

Impact zone has 

low unemployment

Impact zone has average 

unemployment

Spare capacity for demand

of existing services and

retail provision

 Accommodation in the impact

zone is reasonable 

 The area is of limited sensitivity to changes in 

the cultural / social interest, crime rate, skill base, 

or tourism demands of the area

 The impact zone can cope with any changes 

to demand of employment, services, retail, and 

accommodation and any influx of population 
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1735.02e Figure 9.5 : Magnitude of change - community and social
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A large change (of 50% or more, where

applicable):

• in population / demographic balance  

 (in-migrants/families) (age / sex) over a  

 short timescale (< 5 years)

•  in demand or supply for services and  

 retail expenditure

• in number or type of jobs for local people

•  to crime rate

• in the cultural interests and skill   

 /training base of the population. Professional judgement can be used to moderate the 

magnitude category if the sensitivity of the receptor to the 

particular type of change proposed, or its capacity to absorb 

it, so warrants. For example, in some areas even a very small 

increase in population could have significant effects on the 

existing community as a result of its sensitivity or its capacity to 

absorb this change. Where this is the case, the assessment will 

highlight how and why any moderation was used
A medium change (of between 25%

and 50%, where applicable):

•  in population / demographic balance  (in-

migrants/families) (age / sex) over a medium 

timscale (between 5 and 10 years)

•  in demand or supply for services and   

retail expenditure

• in number or type of jobs for local people

• to crime rate

• in the cultural interests and skill/

 training base of the population

A small change (of between 5% and

25%, where applicable):

• in population / demographic balance  

 (in-migrants/families) (age / sex) over a  

 long timescale (>10 years)

• in demand or supply for services and  

 retail expenditure

•  in number or type of jobs for local people

• to crime rate

• in the cultural interests and skill/

 training base of the population

There will be a negligible change

(of less than 5%, where applicable) in population / 

demographic balance, demand for

services / retail, crime rate

and employment
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1735.02e Figure 9.6 : Significance matrix  - community and social
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Very substantial

Substantial

Slight

None

Moderate

Moderate

Very substantial:

Large changes in population, demand for / supply of services and 

retail, jobs for local people and the training base of the population; 

in areas with high unemployment, or where the demand for 

existing services and retail provision is exceeding capacity and 

accommodation available is scarce.

Substantial:

A large or medium change in population, demand for / supply of 

services and retail, jobs for local people, the training base of the 

population and crime rate; in areas with medium unemployment 

or demand for / supply of existing services and retail provision is 

approaching capacity or accommodation necessary for the in-

migrants is limited.

Moderate:

A large or medium change in population, demand for / supply of 

services and retail, jobs for local people, the training base of the 

population and crime rate; in areas with low unemployment or 

areas with spare capacity for demand of existing services and retail 

provision or where accommodation is reasonable; or a small change 

in the percentage of population, the demand for services and retail 

expenditure; in areas with high/medium unemployment, demand 

for services is at or approaching capacity and accommodation is 

scarce or limited.

Slight:

A small change in population, the demand for / supply of services 

and retail expenditure, job for local people, crime rate; in areas with 

low unemployment or where there is spare capacity for demand for 

existing services, retail provision and the level of accommodation is 

reasonable.

Not significant:

No changes to population, or the demand for / supply of services, 

retail or crime rate or an area that can cope with changes to demand 

or supply of employment, services, retail and accommodation.



1735.02e
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Figure 9.7 : Land uses in the study area



1735.02e Figure 9.8 : Public Rights of Way within development boundary
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