
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 
FAQs 
 
Why does the Council prepare the SHLAA? 
 
National planning policy on housing is set out in Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 3. This 
requires local planning authorities, such as the Isle of Wight Council, to undertake a Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) as part of the preparation of their Local 
Development Frameworks (LDFs), in this case, the Island Plan. The SHLAA has been 
prepared in line with Government guidance. 
 

What does the SHLAA do? 
 
The SHLAA is a technical exercise that informs the preparation of the Island Plan. It does not 
allocate land for development, but examines the extent to which possible sites, including 
those suggested by developers, landowners and other parties are suitable, available and 
achievable for development over a given timeframe. 
 
It has the following objectives: 
 

 To inform the Council’s strategy for the provision of housing for the Island through its 
Core Strategy DPD. 

 Identify sites with the potential for housing and assess their potential in terms of 
suitability, availability and deliverability. 

 To inform the subsequent allocations of sites for housing in the Area Action Plans for 
each of the Key Regeneration Areas and the Delivery and Management DPD. 

 To inform the plan, monitor, manage approach to the provision of housing land and 
provide sufficient detail to demonstrate the Council’s assessment of a five year supply of 
deliverable land is available for housing as required by PPS3. 

 

Where do all the SHLAA sites come from? 
 
The sites have been put forward to the Council over a period of time by a range of different 
people and organisations, including landowners and developers. The sites assessed through 
the SHLAA include: 
 

 Existing housing allocations 

 Land allocated or with permission for other uses which may no longer be required for 
those uses 

 Sites with an unimplemented planning permission 

 Vacant and derelict land and buildings 

 Surplus public sector land 

 Land in non-residential use which may be suitable for redevelopment for housing 

 Additional housing opportunities in established residential areas 

 Sites in rural settlements and rural exception sites (small housing schemes outside 
village boundaries, or on land inside village boundaries that would normally be protected 
from development, where such a development is providing housing to meet an identified 
local need) 

 Urban extensions 

 Sites suggested by third parties 
 

Can any site be assessed through the SHLAA? 
 
No. For a site to be included within the SHLAA, it must be over a certain size (0.5 hectares or 
have the potential capacity for at least 10 residential units). The size and capacity of a SHLAA 
site also takes into account flood zones and proximity to certain environmental designations 
(see Section 2 of the SHLAA). 



What happens to the site once it is assessed through the SHLAA? 
 
As it has been assessed through the SHLAA, the Council is aware that the site has been 
suggested for development and has undertaken an initial assessment of it. Should the need 
arise, appropriate sites will then be considered for allocations in future planning documents. 
 
Site owners could also apply for planning permission to develop their site, and any application 
will be subject to the Council’s adopted planning policies. 
 

Does a site assessed through the SHLAA automatically get planning 
permission? 
 
No. Any site assessed through the SHLAA would still need to apply through the usual 
processes for planning permission for development to occur, no matter how the SHLAA has 
assessed the site.  
 

Why is the Council allocating so many housing sites in the SHLAA? 
 
It isn’t. The sites assessed through the SHLAA are not allocations, although they could 
become allocations in future planning documents. If any sites are allocated in the future, they 
will be subject to extensive public consultation and a public examination by an independent 
planning inspector. 
 

Is the SHLAA updated on a regular basis? 
 
Yes. The Council will update the SHLAA as required to inform Local Plan documents in the 
Local Development Scheme (LDS), and will cover assessing new sites and if necessary 
amending existing information. 
 

How do I put a site forward to be assessed through the SHLAA? 
 
Please complete a Land Request Proforma, which can be downloaded from the Council’s 
SHLAA web page or can be requested in writing or by telephone using the contact details 
below. 

 

What can I do if I believe the SHLAA assessment of a site to be 
incorrect? 
 
Please write or email the Planning Policy Team, using the contact details below, setting out 
why you believe the SHLAA assessment of a site is incorrect. This will then be investigated by 
the Planning Policy Team and, if required, the SHLAA will be updated accordingly for the next 
quarterly publication.  
 

Where can I see a copy of the SHLAA? 
 
The most up-to-date copy of the SHLAA is available on the Council’s website. Paper copies of 
the April 2011 version are available to view in all of the Island’s libraries, County Hall 
Reception and Seaclose Offices Reception.  
 
For further information on the SHLAA or other planning policy issues please visit our website 
www.iwight.com/corestrategy or contact us by: 
 
Email:  planning.policy@iow.gov.uk  
 
Post:  Planning Policy, Planning & Regulatory Services, Seaclose Offices, Fairlee Road,   

Newport, PO30 2QS 
 
Phone: (01983) 823552 
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